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ators themselves were many of them wounded by each other, whilst
they all levelled their "blows at the same person.
When Csesar was despatched, Brutus stood forth to give a reason
for what they had done, but the senate would not hear him, but
flew out of doors In all haste, and filled the people with so much alarm
and distraction, that some shut up their houses, others left their
counters and shops. All ran one way or the other, some to the place
to see the sad spectacle, others back again after they had seen it.
Antony and Lepidus, Caesar's most faithful friends, got off privately,
and hid themselves in some friends' houses. Brutus and his followers
being yet hot from the deed, marched in a body from the senate-
house to the capitol with their drawn swords, not like persons who
thought of escaping, but with an air of confidence and assurance, and
as they went along, called to the people to resume their liberty, and
invited the company of any more distinguished people whom they
met. And some of these joined the procession and went up along with
them, as if they also had been of the conspiracy, and could claim a
share in the honor of what had been done. As, for example, Caius
Octavius and Lentulus Spinther, who suffered afterwards for their
vanity, being taken off by Antony and the young Csssar, and lost
the honor they desired, as well as their lives, which it cost them,
since no one believed they had any share in the action. For neither
did those who punished them profess to revenge the fact, but ill-
will. The day after, Brutus with the rest came down from the capitol
and made a speech to the people, who listened without expressing
either any pleasure or resentment, but showed by their silence that
they pitied Caesar and respected Brutus. The senate passed acts of
oblivion for what was past, and took measures to reconcile all parties.
They ordered that Csesar should be worshiped as a divinity, and
nothing, even of the slightest consequence, should be revoked which he
had enacted during his government. At the same time they gave
Brutus and his followers the command of provinces, and other consid-
erable posts. So that all the people now thought things were well
settled, and brought to the happiest adjustment.
But when Caesar's will was opened, and it was found that he had
left a considerable legacy to each one of the Roman citizens, and
when his body was seen carried through the market-place all mangled
with wounds, the multitude could no longer contain themselves
within the bounds of tranquillity and order, but heaped together a pile
of benches, bars, and tables, which they placed the corpse on, and
setting fire to it, burnt it on them. Then they took brands from the
pile and ran some to fire the houses of the conspirators, others up and
down the city, to find out the men and tear them to pieces, but met,
however, with none of them, they having taken effectual care to se-
cure themselves.